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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 253 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, IZ, SY 

SUBJECT: IRAQI ATTACKS ON SYRIA 

REF: BAGHDAD 228; 229 

1. I HAVE NOT YET HAD BENEFIT OF EMBASSY DAMASCUS ANALYSIS OF 
IRAQI CAMPAIGN AGAINST SYRIA REGIME AND ACCUSATIONS OF SYRIAN 
ASSISTANCE TO KURDS. I HAVE. HOWEVER, CONSULTED WITH WIDE 
RANGE OF DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES. WHILE THERE IS USUAL DEARTH OF 
HARD INFORMATION, FOLLOWING CONCLUSIONS SEEM MOST VALID. BUT 
STILL TENATIVE, ABOUT IRAQI CAMPAIGN: 
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2. NATIONAL LEADERSHIP DECLARATION ALMOST CERTAINLY WAS 
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AGREED TO BY RCC VICE CHAIRMAN SADDAM HUSSEIN, BUT PROBABLY 
RELUCTANTLY. EXTREMISM OF LANGUAGE AND PUBLIC NATURE OF ATTACK 
IS CONTRADICTORY TO TYPE OF DIPLOMACY DADDAM HAS ATTEMPTED TO 
CONDUCT WITH ARAB NEIGHBORS DURING PAST YEAR. IT IS CONCEIVABLE 
THAT HE WAS OUTVOTED IN PARTY COUNCIL AND CONSIDERED IT PRUDENT 
NOT TO OPPOSE NATIONAL LEADERSHIP ON THIS ISSUE. AT TIME WHEN 
DELICATE NEGOTIATIONS WITH IRAN WERE IN PROGRESS. DEPT WILL 
RECALL THAT NATIONAL LEADERSHIP OVERRULED SADDAM ON LOAN TO INDIA 
FOR OIL (BAGHDAD 72), ANOTHER ISSUE OF LESS THAN VITAL IMPORTANCE. 

3. THERE IS INCREASING EVIDENCE OF GROWING DIVISION BETWEEN 
SADDAM AND NATIONAL LEADERSHIP, PARTICULARLY ON DEALING WITH 
PALESTINIANS (BAGHDAD 214). OF 10 KNOWN MEMBERS OF NATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP ONLY SADDAM AND PRESIDENT AL-BAKR ARE IRAQIS. 

REMAINDER ARE SYRIAN(6) AND LEBANESE AND SAUDI. IN ADDITION 

TO LONG STANDING ENMITY FOR SYRIAN REGIME, THIS GROUP MUST 
RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR FUTURE PROSPECTS DEPEND ON CONTINUATION OF 
BAATH MISSION TO PROPAGATE ITS DOCTRINE OF ARAB NATIONALS. 
TRADITIONAL DIPLOMACY THAT SADDAM HAS BEEN ADOPTING IS THREAT TO 
THIS ROLE. 

4. THESIS THAT REGIME DOES NOT SUPPORT NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
STATEMENT AGAINST SYRIA IS SUPPORTED INTER ALIA BY (A) NO GOI OR 
REGIONAL PARTY LEADER HAS PUBLICLY SUPPORTED STATEMENT; (B) THERE 
HAS NOT BEEN USUAL FOLLOW-UP IN MEDIA; AND (C) IRAQI DEL 

HEADED BY U/S OF MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT CONCLUDED 5 DAY 
VISIT TO DAMASCUS MARCH 6, DURING WHICH AGREEMENT REACHED TO SET 
UP JOINT COMMITTEE TO PLAN FOR BAGHDAD-DEIR EZ-ZOR RAILWAY AND 
INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION. 

5. SYRIAN AMBASSADOR, APPARENTLY RECOGNIZING SPLIT BETWEEN 
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND REGIME, TELLS COLLEAGUES HE HAS RECOM- 
MENDED THAT DAMASCUS IGNORE ATTACKS. 
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